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The Stream Team
Äholehole
(Kuhlia sandvicensis)

Stream Life Cards
ÿÜlili
wandering tattler
(Heteroscelus incanus)

Endemic

Äholehole is the young stage of the
ähole ﬁsh. Hole is a Hawaiian word that
means to strip away. Hawaiians believed
the ﬁsh could chase away evil spirits.

Indigenous

With a whistle-like call that sounds like
its Hawaiian name, the ÿülili searches for
insects and mollusks along streams and
shorelines.

description: a silver ﬁsh; 15–25 cm
(6–10 in.) long

description: 28 cm (11 in.) tall; dark gray
above, light gray below; yellow legs.

habitat: young ﬁsh are common in
streams; adults are found in brackish
water and in fairly deep tidal pools.

habitat: mudﬂats, rocky coasts, streams.

Hïhïwai
snail (Neritina granosa)

ÿÖpae ÿoehaÿa
Indigenous
prawn
(Macrobrachium grandimanus)

Endemic

Like other native stream life, the larvae of
these snails are washed into the sea where
they slowly develop. As tiny snails, they
return to a stream and the cycle begins
again.

Grandimanus means large hand. The
native prawn uses its large claw to
defend its territory where it feeds on
small pieces of plant and animal matter.

description: up to 5 cm (2 in.); black shell

description: 13 cm (5 in.) long; one large
claw; gray color
habitat: free-ﬂowing streams

habitat: found up to 370 m (1,200 ft) elevation in streams that ﬂow freely to the sea.

Limu kalawai

ÿOÿopu näkea
goby (Awaous stamineus)

Indigenous

(Spirogyra spp.)
This freshwater algae is a source of food
for stream animals.
description: rows of cylindrical cells
with narrow, spiral, green bands
habitat: streams and ponds

Endemic

This native freshwater goby is considered a
delicacy, but overﬁshing and human disturbances
to streams have caused its population to decline.
Näkea feeds on green algae and occasionally on
shrimp.
description: up to 46 cm (18 in.) long; the näkea
is the largest native ÿoÿopu; its brown color
matches the streambed.
habitat: lives primarily in lower reaches of
streams.
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The Stream Team
Pinao
dragonﬂy
(Anax strenuus)

Stream Life Cards
Endemic
Polychaete worm

This pinao is larger than the largest dragonﬂy
in North America. Adults hold their front legs
together to form insect-catching baskets!
description: 5–13 cm (2–5 in.) juvenile-adult;
head and thorax are green, males’ abdomens are
pale blue, females grayish-brown
habitat: larvae spend about one year maturing
in streams; adults are found near streams and
wetlands.

Damselﬂy

Endemic

(Nemelycastis hawaiiensis)
The polychaete (pronounced poly-keet) feeds on
decaying matter in Hawaiian streams.
description: 10 cm (4 in.) long, ﬂeshy pink
color; has four eyes
habitat: found beneath rocks in streams and estuaries on Oÿahu, Kauaÿi, and Hawaiÿi.

Endemic

(Megalagrion spp.)
Most young damselﬂies live and grow in streams
and ponds. In Hawaiÿi some young damselﬂies
(nymphs) live in water that collects between
leaves and stems of native plants!
description: among the largest damselﬂies in the
world; 4–5 cm (1.5–2.5 in.) long, with narrow
7–13 cm (3–5 in.) wings; red, blue, green, or
silver
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Crayﬁsh

Stream Life Cards
Introduced

Tahitian prawn

Introduced

(Procambarus clarkii)

(Macrobrachium lar)

People introduced crayﬁsh to Hawaiian streams
where they compete with native stream life for
food and habitat. These scavengers feed on a
wide range of plants, animals and decaying matter.

This aggressive prawn was introduced to two
Hawaiian streams in the 1950s. Only 15 years
later it was found in nearly every stream in the
islands.

description: up to 10 cm (4 in.) long; brownish
gray to red
habitat: introduced to streams on Oÿahu, Kauaÿi,
and Hawaiÿi; may be found on other islands

Wrinkled frog tadpole

Introduced

description: up to 16 cm (6 in.); thin, bluish
pincer legs, brown body
habitat: free-ﬂowing streams on all main islands

Guppy

Introduced

(Rana rugosa)

(Poecilia reticulata)

Wrinkled frog tadpoles hatch from eggs in a
jelly-like mass found near plants in calm stream
water.

Guppies are a popular aquarium ﬁsh that were
introduced to Hawaiian streams by people.

description: 4 cm (1.5 in.) long; greenish gray
habitat: streams

Wrinkled frog

description: males are 3 cm ( 1 1/8 in.) long,
females twice that size; males can be colorful,
females are drab brown
habitat: lower reaches of streams throughout the
islands

Introduced

(Rana rugosa)
Wrinkled frogs can be found basking on rocks
or diving in shallow pools. They get their name
from the narrow ridges on their backs, which
give them a wrinkled appearance.
description: less than 5 cm (2 in.); charcoal or
brownish-gray body
habitat: rocks along stream banks and shallow
pools

Midge ﬂy

Endemic

(Chironomus spp.)
Midge ﬂy larvae construct a tube-like shelter
out of stream pebbles and sand. They breathe
through long gills found on their last body segment.
description: size of mosquitos; green-brown
habitat: larvae found in streams; adults are often
seen swarming near streams
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